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ANALYSIS OF PROPOSED UI LAW CHANGE 
Appropriations Revisions and Technical Corrections 

 

1. Description of Proposed Change 

 The Department receives federal funds to operate the unemployment insurance program.  

It also collects interest and penalties from employers and penalties from claimants.  The amounts 

that the Department receives are appropriated under state law for certain purposes.  State law 

previously provided that amounts related to the administration of the unemployment insurance 

program were to be deposited into the “Unemployment Administration Fund.”  That fund was 

eliminated in 1985 Wisconsin Act 29 and the appropriations were transferred to the general fund.  

Chapter 108 was amended to repeal references to the Unemployment Administration Fund and to 

refer to the “Administrative Account.”1  The Department proposes to eliminate the “Administrative 

Account” and clarify the unemployment insurance appropriations references in Chapter 108.  This 

will ensure that funds are deposited correctly and that payments are made from the correct 

appropriation. 

 The Department proposes various technical corrections, including those described above, 

on the following pages.  These changes are the same as the Department proposed in the 2019-2020 

Council session.   

 
  

 
1 Wis. Stat. § 108.20. 
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Changes in LRB-3683/P1: 

Section Change Reason 

1, 66 Specifies the appropriation for 
assessments under s. 108.19(1). 

Clarifies appropriation language if the 
assessment were ever assessed. 

2 Amends the “employer interest and 
penalty” appropriation in s. 
20.445(1)(gd) to repeal references to 
repealed laws and to update cross-
references. 

For clarification of statutes. 

2, 4, 5, 
6, 7, 12, 
13, 15, 
16, 17, 
18, 22, 
23, 24, 
25, 29, 
30, 31, 
33, 34, 
37, 38, 
41, 49, 
50, 51, 
52, 53, 
54, 55, 
57, 58, 
61, 70, 
79, 82, 
86 

Amends references to federal laws 
in ch. 108 to the specific federal 
statute. 

For clarification and ease of checking cross-
references.  Corrects some outdated and 
incorrect references to federal laws. 

3 Repeal reference to 1997 WI Act 39 
from s. 20.445(1)(gh). 

Delete a reference to a temporary provision 
that is no longer in effect. 

8-11, 
46, 62, 
63, 69-
75 

Restructure the statutes regarding 
the unemployment interest payment 
fund, which relates to the special 
assessments for interest. 

To ensure that the statutes are properly 
organized based on current drafting 
conventions and to better organize these 
sections. 

14 Amend definition of “employer’s 
account.” 

Clarifies statute by incorporating cross-
reference to s. 108.16(2)(a). 

19 Repeal the exclusion from gross 
income for amounts received under 
qualified group legal services plans 
in s. 108.02(26)(c)9. 

Corresponding federal exclusion in 26 USC § 
120 has been repealed. 

20 Repeal the exclusion from gross 
income for amounts received under 
the federal Medicare Catastrophic 

Coverage Act in 108.02(26)(c)14.. 

Corresponding federal Act has been repealed. 
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21 Move s. 108.04(7)(h) to s. 
108.04(7)(u). 

Moves statute related to charging benefits so 
that it appears after the quit exceptions. 

26-27, 
32, 39-
40 

Amend various statutes related to 
charging of benefits related to 
substantial fault. 

Updates statutes regarding charging of benefits 
related to substantial fault to ensure proper 
charging. 

28 Repeals “in this state” from s. 
108.10. 

Clarifies that the procedures for appeals of tax 
matters apply to all employing units, not just 
those in Wisconsin. 

28, 36, 
87, 88 

Adds cross-reference to s. 108.095. These changes should have been made when s. 
108.095 was created. 

33-34 Amend s. 108.14(a) to (d). Modernize language related to federal 
conformity requirement. 

35 Renumber s. 108.14(18). Move the provision to be near the related 
statute. 

42, 43, 
44, 45, 
48 

Add “fund’s” before “balancing 
account” in various statutes. 

To be consistent with the rest of ch. 108. 

47 Amend s. 108.16(6m). Correct cross-references. 
56 Amend and consolidate sections of 

108.161. 
For clarification. 

64-68, 
76-77 

Reorganization of statutes related to 
assessments. 

For clarification and simplification.   

78 Repeal s. 108.19(3). Repeal outdated section. 
80-81 Creates s. 108.195 Better organization of the various funds. 
83 Amend s. 108.22(1m). To include amounts due by Indian Tribes.  This 

reference should have been added when s. 
108.22(1m) was created. 

84 Amend s. 108.22(8e). Add reference to the balancing account for 
consistency. 

85 Amend s. 108.223(2)(b). Improve style of statute. 
 
 
Changes in LRB-3684/P1: 
 
Section Change Reason 

1 & 12 Create an appropriation for LIRC to 
receive transcript and copying fees. 

Originally requested by LIRC in the 2015 State 
Budget process.  Provides an appropriation for 
receiving fees currently collected by LIRC. 

2 Clarifies location for deposit of 
assessment for program 
administration. 

Department may assess employers an 
assessment to ensure funding for the UI 
program.  This clarifies which appropriation 
would handle the funds. 
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3 Amendment to the appropriation 
that primarily receives employer 
interest and penalties to receive 
additional sources of funds. 

Consolidates certain appropriations and 
clarifies language. 

4 Repeals the appropriation in s. 
20.445(1)(gg). 

Repeals an appropriation that is no longer 
used, related to technology assessments. 

5 Repeals the appropriation in s. 
20.445(1)(gm). 

Repeals an appropriation related to the 
employer handbook because those funds are 
redirected to the (gd) appropriation (employer 
interest and penalties). 

6 & 31 Repeals SWIB authority to manage 
the unemployment administration 
fund. 

The unemployment administration fund no 
longer exists, so this should have been repealed 
when the fund ceased to exist. 

7 & 31  Repeal “administrative account.” The “administrative account” replaced the 
unemployment administrative fund.  State 
moneys are supposed to be handled by 
appropriations and funds, not accounts.  This 
removes the references to the account in favor 
of citation to the specific appropriation for the 
moneys. 

8, 9, 10, 
11, 12, 
13, 14, 
16, 19, 
20, 21, 
22, 23, 
24, 25, 
26, 27, 
28, 29, 
32 

Repeals references to the 
“administrative account” and 
replaces those references with the 
specific appropriation in s. 
20.445(1). 

This change ensures that the unemployment 
appropriations are drafted consistent with 
current State budget practices and removes 
ambiguity regarding the appropriate 
appropriation applicable to certain moneys. 

15, 17, 
18 

Repeals and amends references 
regarding costs of printing certain 
materials. 

Consolidates language regarding printing 
forms and handbooks.  Replaces references to 
the “administrative account” with a specific 
appropriation for consistency.  See Section 5. 

30 Amends and moves statute 
regarding use of contributions for 
administrative purposes. 

If federal law is changed to permit this 
purpose, the Department prefers the proposed 
language in Section 30.  This statutory 
language has apparently not been updated 
since 1943. 

33 Transfers funds to the appropriation 
in s. 20.445(1)(gd). 

It is necessary to transfer any remaining funds 
in these appropriations, which are being 
repealed.  See Sections 4 and 5. 

 
2. Proposed Statutory Changes 

 See attached LRB drafts. 



D21-02 
Appropriations Revisions and Technical Corrections 

 

5 

3. Effects of Proposed Change 

a. Policy: The proposed change will clarify the appropriations statutes related to the 

unemployment insurance program and correct typos and cross-references in the statutes.   

b. Administrative: This proposal will require training of Department staff. 

c. Fiscal: A fiscal estimate is attached. 

4. State and Federal Issues 

 There are no known federal conformity issues with this proposal.  All changes to the 

unemployment insurance law should be sent to the U.S. Department of Labor for conformity 

review. 

5. Proposed Effective/Applicability Date 

 This proposal would be effective with other changes made as part of the agreed bill cycle. 
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FISCAL ANALYSIS OF PROPOSED LAW CHANGE 
 

Prepared by Technical Services Section 
 

Trust Fund Impact:  
 
This law change proposal is not expected to have any Trust Fund impact.   
 
IT and Administrative Impact: 
 
This law change proposal is not expected to have an IT or administrative impact. 
 
Summary of Proposal:  
 
The Department proposes to eliminate the “Administrative Account” and clarify the 
unemployment insurance appropriations references in Chapter 108.  This will ensure that the funds 
are deposited correctly and that payments are made from the correct appropriations.   
 
The Department also proposes various technical corrections. 
 
Trust Fund Methodology 
 
This law change proposal is not expected to have any Trust Fund impact.  
 
IT and Administrative Impact Methodology 
 
This law change proposal is not expected to have an IT or administrative impact.  
 


